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claiming independence of it but the right to wage war upon it,
if only because the other parties to it, being composed of human
beings, could not go on perpetually turning the other cheek. The
ministry, the mere agent of the quarrelling committees, left them
to it and conscious simply of performing a legislative task incum-
bent upon it, quietly and even contentedly laid the powder train
that was to blow it sky high.
In pursuance of the pledge given to the Centrum, the depart-
ment concerned worked out an education bill which was accepted
by the cabinet. Into its details there is no need to go; it will
suffice to say that it represented a compromise acceptable to the
Centrum in the matter of the confessional schools. Its announce-
ment coincided perhaps a little unfortunately with a controversy
over the Concordat which the foreign minister was negotiating
with the Vatican and with an episcopal manifesto that went a
good deal further than the constitution in its assertion of Roman
Catholic rights. But even if the atmosphere was unfavourable
there was, the cabinet thought, no need to anticipate more than
the usual bargaining and intrigue.
There was confronting the nation a very serious educational
problem of "republicanizing" schools and universities, and
bringing education generally into harmony with the spirit and
requirements of the age; the cabinet chose a merely sectarian
issue and to its immense surprise sectarian passion flared up.
The People's party, heir of the liberal—which was never so very
liberal—Protestant tradition which had stood by Bismarck in the
Kulturkampf, came out at once against the bill to which their
representatives had subscribed and were supported by a con-
siderable proportion of the Nationalists. The bill, indeed, passed
a first and a second reading in the Reichstag, going thereafter to
that body's Education Committee, but only after heroic efforts
had avoided a breakdown of the coalition. Here was an issue
on which the Centrum was supremely conscious that it repre-
sented a suspect minority of the nation. For the past twelve
months it had distinctly failed to carry out its usual policy in
imitation of one of the most distinguished founders of the Church
catholic and be all things to all men. It had been a serious em-

